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Congratulations to Neal McCoy, winner of the Home Depot Humanitarian Award at the 2005 Academy

of Country Music Awards. The Home Depot Humanitarian Award recognizes an artist or group in the

country music industry who serves others, has a generous spirit and helps build the dreams of those in

need. The Home Depot Humanitarian Award recipient is honored with a KaBOOM!® playground build in

the city of his/her choice.” The City of Longview is proud to be Neal McCoy’s choice for the new

KaBOOM! ® playground, thanks to The Home Depot and the Academy of Country Music.

Where: The playground was built on land set for future development of Spring Hill Park. Temporary

construction entrance to the park is #1 Restoration Rd. (Future permanent entrances to the park will

likely be located at 738 Fenton Rd. and 416 Fenton Rd.)

When: Build Day was October 5, 2005 from approximately 8 a.m. - 4 p.m, with a Board Cutting

ceremony at 2:30 p.m. Design Day, which included about 30 children and 50 adults, was held on

August 4 to create ideas for the new playground.

How: KaBOOM! playgrounds are designed by children, and built by volunteers from The Home Depot

and the local community. Using ideas generated at Design Day, KaBOOM! created a playground design

specifically for Longview. Then, with the help of about 200 volunteers, the playground was built in just

ONE day.

Thanks: Special thanks to Neal McCoy for choosing Longview for the playground. Thanks to primary

sponsors including The Home Depot, KaBOOM!, and the Academy of Country Music. Also, thanks to

Gregg County, Jason's Deli, Shipley's Donuts, Papa John's Pizza, the Made-Rite Company, Regions Bank,

AP Rentals, Sams, Brookshires, Dairy Queen, Drigger's Grocery Store, JOTS, and about 200 enthusiastic

volunteers.
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